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EMPOWER U

Advancing the Right to Health is the subject of the sixth webinar in our Empower U series.
Presenter: 
· Melanie Benard is a disability rights lawyer and consultant. She has served on the Executive Committee of the Council of Canadians with Disabilities (CCD). 

She currently chairs CCD’s Subcommittee on Mental Health. She also sits on CCD’s Human Rights and International Committees. Melanie is the Vice-Chair of the City of Ottawa’s Accessibility Advisory Committee. 

She is the co-founder of Québec Accessible, a grassroots initiative advocating for strong provincial accessibility legislation in Quebec. Melanie was involved in the consultations and research leading up to the adoption of Bill C-81, the Accessible Canada Act. 

She currently works as the National Director of Policy and Advocacy at the Canadian Health Coalition.
This webinar originally took place on February 26, 2020 with 32 participants on-line.
About the Project:

The Empower U project was led by the Council of Canadians with Disabilities (CCD) in partnership with the National Educational Association of Disabled Students (NEADS); Citizens with Disabilities - Ontario (CWDO); the Manitoba League of Persons with Disabilities (MLPD); and the Canadian Multicultural Disability Centre INC. 

These webinars were part of a project funded in 2019-2020 by Economic and Social Development Canada that focus on the human rights of persons with disabilities in Canada. 

Through various capacity-building activities, the project aims to raise awareness about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol (OP), and Canadian mechanisms to remedy discrimination experienced by persons with disabilities. 

This project has three components: 

1. Face to face training sessions, 

2. Self-paced CRPD OP online training, and

3. A series of webinars

Empower U webinars address topics related to the human rights of persons with disabilities in Canada.
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