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EMPOWER U

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol (OP) is the subject of the third webinar in our Empower U series.
Presenters: 
· Steven Estey, interim National Coordinator at CCD, is also a former Human Rights Officer at Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI) a Canadian based NGO that has worked for over 30 years to advance the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities around the world.    

From 2003, until the successful conclusion of the negotiations in 2006, Steven was advisor to the Canadian Government delegation to the United Nations, which drafted the new Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD).  From 2007 until 2010 he led DPIs work to encourage the Government around the world to first sign and then ratify the CRPD.   Since 2010, when he left DPI, Steven has devoted his time to projects strategically aimed at the effective implementation of the CRPD and related to the full realization of disability rights and the effective implementation of the CRPD around the world. 

Steven has a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy from St. Francis Xavier and a Master’s in International Development Studies from Saint Mary’s; both Universities are in Nova Scotia. 

· Mariana Versiani is the Project Coordinator for the OP Lab at ARCH Disability Law Centre and supports the development of training about international disability rights law and its use in Canada.

Mariana began her career as a law clerk and corporate lawyer in Brazil. She pursued a versatile career, having worked in a variety of other roles. From photographer to communications coordinator, her expertise spans a number of different subject areas.

Mariana believes that the right communication creates awareness and alters behaviour. She is passionate about using her communication skills to contribute to social justice and inclusion.

This webinar originally took place on February 5, 2020 with 46 participants on-line.
About the Project:

The Empower U project was led by the Council of Canadians with Disabilities (CCD) in partnership with the National Educational Association of Disabled Students (NEADS); Citizens with Disabilities - Ontario (CWDO); the Manitoba League of Persons with Disabilities (MLPD); and the Canadian Multicultural Disability Centre INC. 

These webinars were part of a project funded in 2019-2020 by Economic and Social Development Canada that focus on the human rights of persons with disabilities in Canada. 

Through various capacity-building activities, the project aims to raise awareness about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol (OP), and Canadian mechanisms to remedy discrimination experienced by persons with disabilities. 

This project has three components: 

1. Face to face training sessions, 

2. Self-paced CRPD OP online training, and

3. A series of webinars

Empower U webinars address topics related to the human rights of persons with disabilities in Canada.
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