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EMPOWER U

Ethno-Cultural Perspectives on CRPD: Intersectionality and Disability Rights, is the second webinar in our Empower U series.
This webinar delved into ethno-cultural perspectives on the Convention on The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), about intersectionality and the rights of persons with disabilities in Canada, and how various organizations use human rights perspective to ensure rights, inclusion and equality of persons with disabilities.
Presenters: 

· Tammy C. Yates, the Executive Director of Realize/Realise, which is a social justice organization that currently hosts the Secretariat of the National Episodic Disabilities Forum. In 2015, she became the first black female Executive Director of a national organization in Canada’s HIV response, as well as among Canada’s national disability organizations.

· Meenu Sikand, Founder and CEO of the Accessibility for All and Executive Lead, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion for the Holland Blooview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital. Meenu is a cisgender female who immigrated to Canada from a former British colony and acquired a life altering injury soon after her arrival.

· Dr. Zephania Matanga is a representative of The Canadian Multicultural Disability Centre. He holds an M.Ed. and a doctorate in the area of Special Education from the Department of Applied Psychology, at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. In addition, he holds a Bachelor of Education degree from the same institute and he is a certified teacher in Ontario and Manitoba. He came from Zimbabwe in 1992 with a wealth of experience and first-hand knowledge about the debilitating effects of disability on professionals in his homeland and throughout Africa. 

His post-graduate studies in Canada and abroad are extensive.  As a Special Education research leader, he has developed educational strategies that are most effective for children, youth and adults with disabilities, non-speaking students and those with seizure disorders, students with emotional-behavior disorders, and those with visual disabilities and other physical and perceptual disabilities. He also understands how such skills can be applied in both developing and developed countries. This is demonstrated by a series of projects he has implemented both in Canada and Zimbabwe. He also has just completed a book chapter entitled: A Comparison of Institutional Discriminatory Practices against People with Disabilities in North America and Africa: Cases in Zimbabwe and Canada. As the Executive Director of The Canadian Multicultural Disability Centre (INC) he has been very effective, working with engineers and physicians in the development of assistive devices for persons with disabilities.

This webinar originally took place on January 29, 2020 with 44 participants on-line.

About the Project:

The Empower U project was led by the Council of Canadians with Disabilities (CCD) in partnership with the National Educational Association of Disabled Students (NEADS); Citizens with Disabilities - Ontario (CWDO); the Manitoba League of Persons with Disabilities (MLPD); and the Canadian Multicultural Disability Centre INC. 

These webinars were part of a project funded in 2019-2020 by Economic and Social Development Canada that focus on the human rights of persons with disabilities in Canada. 

Through various capacity-building activities, the project aims to raise awareness about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Optional Protocol (OP), and Canadian mechanisms to remedy discrimination experienced by persons with disabilities. 

This project has three components: 

1. Face to face training sessions, 

2. Self-paced CRPD OP online training, and

3. A series of webinars

Empower U webinars address topics related to the human rights of persons with disabilities in Canada.
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